Course Guidelines - HERMENUETICS
 Employ Sound Methods to Understand the Bible
 Literal Methods not Allegorical
 Context is paramount and must not be ignored
 Rightly Dividing (Jew, Gentile, Israel, Church, Nations, Individuals, etc.…)
 Understand difficult passages in light of clear ones
 Recognize methods of rhetoric (similes, metaphors, parallelisms, etc.…)
 The Bible must be understood in a Dispensational fashion
 Allow the Bible to Define Itself
 EVERY WORD of GOD IS IMPORTANT

Luke 4:4 man shall not live by bread alone but by every
WORD of GOD

Proper Bible Understanding is Dispensational
Dispensationalism – What is it?
 Dispensation:

Administration of a house or property;
management.

 Realize:

While God’s character and nature are immutable
(unchanging), it is plain to see that God has different ways of
dealing with mankind in different eras or time frames.

Noah’s Flood: destroyed all flesh save eight souls aboard the Ark
Mosaic LAW: 613 (or so) laws to live by – given to a Nation: Israel – All
others were Strangers (Exodus 31:12-18)
In CHRIST: No difference between Jew or Greek

ALL People of the EARTH
Two Basic Divisions Today

Two Basic Divisions Contain Who?
Acts 15:9 :
And put no
difference
between us
and them,
Jew, Gentile - SAME purifying
their
Spiritual People
Heavenly Promises hearts by
faith

Jew or Gentile
Earthly People
Jew – Earthly
Promises
(Kingdom)

Proper Bible Understanding is Dispensational Continued….
Romans 10:11-13
11 For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be
ashamed.
12 For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the
same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.
13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

Mosaic LAW: Hebrews 10:28 He that despised Moses' law died without
mercy under two or three witnesses:
Leviticus 24:20 Breach for breach, eye for eye, tooth for tooth: as he
hath caused a blemish in a man, so shall it be done to him again.

Christ Brought a New Testament
Matthew 26:28
For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for
the remission of sins.
Mosaic LAW: Don’t kill, don’t commit adultery, gather sticks on the
Sabbath and you were stoned, etc.… (Numbers 15:32-36)
CHRIST: Transcends the O.T. Law – A Higher Standard, and yet Mercy.
Love your enemies, what you think and what’s in your heart, not just
what you do, Woman taken in adultery – Christ did not demand her
death (John 8)
Compare / Contrast God’s dealing with the man in Numbers 15 and
the woman in John 8 - very different from the O.T. LAW!

Christ Brought a New Testament Cont.….

Ephesians 2:12-16

12 That at that time ye were without Christ, being aliens from the
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of
promise, having no hope, and without God in the world:
13 But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ.
14 For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken
down the middle wall of partition between us;
15 Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of
twain one new man, so making peace;

16 And that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the
cross, having slain the enmity thereby:

Christ Brought a New Testament Cont.….
Romans 6:12-15

12 Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey
it in the lusts thereof.
13 Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness
unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from
the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto
God.

14 For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the
law, but under grace.
15 What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but
under grace? God forbid.

Christ Brought a New Testament Cont.….
Galatians 2:16-21

16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by
the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we
might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the
law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.
17 But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are
found sinners, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid.

18 For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a
transgressor.
19 For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God.

Christ Brought a New Testament Cont.….

Galatians 2:16-21 continued…

20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of
the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me. I do not
frustrate the grace of God:
21 for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.

One of the MOST important distinctions to make:
Israel IS NOT the Church and the Church is NOT Israel
CONFUSION: Many, Many false doctrines come from people ascribing to
the church, the body of Christ, passages that deal with Israel.
Temporary Salvation (can be born again, and again, and again…)
comes in part from passages that are only about Israel (Matt. 24, 13)

Church through the Tribulation (comes in part from a lack of
differentiation of the relationship of Jehovah to Israel, and Christ to
the church and not understanding the Kingdom of Heaven – Matt. 13)

Have to Keep O.T. Jewish Law (comes from not recognizing the new
covenant, the new testament that Christ came to give)
WEIRD OR FUNNY: Literally, there are dominion replacement theology
people that really do believe that voting for them in America is
bringing about the Kingdom of Heaven on earth NOW.

The Question of O.T. Law Keeping was Answered in Early Church
Act 15 records the controversy and its resolution

Assertion: “…Except ye be circumcised after the manner of Moses, ye
cannot be saved” – verse 1
Believing Pharisees: “…needful to circumcise them, and to command
them to keep the law of Moses.” – verse 5

The Question of O.T. Law Keeping was Answered in Early Church
continued…
James’ sentence: “…that they abstain from pollutions of idols, and
from fornication, and from things strangled, and from blood.” V. 20
“Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out from us
have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, saying, Ye must
be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we gave no such
commandment:” - V.24

“For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay upon you no
greater burden than these necessary things; That ye abstain from
meats offered to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled,
and from fornication: from which if ye keep yourselves, ye shall do
well. Fare ye well.” – V. 28-29

What Imagery is used for Israel’s relationship to Jehovah?
Isaiah 50
1 Thus saith the LORD, Where is the bill of your mother's divorcement,
whom I have put away? or which of my creditors is it to whom I have
sold you? Behold, for your iniquities have ye sold yourselves, and for your
transgressions is your mother put away.
Book of Hosea: Portrayal of being married to an adulteress woman
who through manifold tribulation is restored
Chapter 5: committing whoredom, proud, they shall fall in their
iniquity, they have not known the LORD, dealt treacherously against
the LORD, begotten strange children, the LORD goes away to His place
until they acknowledge their offence.
See Also Isaiah 54:5-8

What Imagery is used for Israel’s relationship to Jehovah?
Continued…

O.T. Prophet Hosea Makes this Clear
Hosea 1:2,6,9-11

Hosea 13:9-11

Hosea 2:10-23

Hosea 14

Hosea 4:6-15
Hosea 5:3-4, 14-15
Hosea 8:2-4, 7-8
Hosea 9:17

(promise of restoration)

Imagery / Typology is Clear:
Jehovah God is the Husband Israel is the adulterous Wife
put away, forsaken for a time, but
promised restoration and an
earthly Kingdom after great
tribulation

What Imagery is used for Christ’s Relationship to the Church?
2 Corinthians 11

2 For I am jealous over you with godly jealousy: for I have espoused you
to one husband, that I may present you as a chaste virgin to Christ.
Glorious Church without Spot or Wrinkle: Ephesians 5:21-33
Hebrews 13

5 Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content
with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee,
nor forsake thee.

6 So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear
what man shall do unto me.

Comparison between Israel and the N.T. Church

Israel

N.T. Church

Promised Land on Earth

Spiritual Blessings in Heaven
Accepted in the beloved.
(Ephesians 1:2-3, 6)

(refer to Kingdom Confusion
Lessons)

Earthly Battles to
secure inheritance

Inheritance reserved in heaven
(1 Peter 1:3-4, Col 3:1-4)

Appointed to suffer
wrath for restoration
(Jacob’s Trouble: Jer 30:4-9)

Not Appointed to Wrath
(1 Thess. 5:5-10, Rev 3:10)

Christ Comes TO Israel on
Earth (2nd Coming) judges
the nations and casts out.

Christ Comes FOR His Church –
Meeting in the Air!
(1 Thes. 4:13-18, 1 Cor 15:51-58)

Comparison between Israel and the N.T. Church cont…

Israel

N.T. Church

Return to Israel / Earth is
public to everyone (Rev 1:7)

Return FOR the Church is seen
by no one (twinkling of an eye!)
1 Cor. 15:52

Sun of Righteousness Arises
Healing in his wings (Why?)
Treads down the Wicked
(Malachi 4)

Jesus is the Bright & Morning Star
(Rev 22:16) – spiritual healing is
already accomplished in Christ

Jesus’ 2nd Advent – war,
destroying Israel’s enemies,
casting out all that defiles,
NO Resurrection, Nobody is
changed (Joel 2)

The church has no central
headquarters, no army, no earthly
promised kingdom. The Church is
looking for her Saviour, and will be
changed (1 Cor. 15:52, Php 3:20-21)

Comparison between Israel and the N.T. Church cont…

Lie of the Devil: The so called “Church” has replaced Israel.
1.2 Billion Catholics and millions of Protestants are taught this!
JW’s also teach this.
Nothing could be further from the truth! Israel over there with
its origin & destiny, Church over here with its origin and destiny–
rightly divide the word of truth!

Catholics & Protestants on Israel

The Catholic Church is able to acknowledge the truth that is found in
both positions. Along with the dispensationalists the Church
acknowledges that God does still have plans for the Jews as a unique
people (Catechism of the Catholic Church 674). Paul clearly
indicates this in his writings, especially in Romans 9–11, where he
indicates God continues to fulfill his promises about the Jewish people
by preserving a remnant of Jewish believers in Christ (11:1–5). This
indicates a special place for Israel, for no other people has a promise
that there will always be a believing remnant. God also has future
plans for the Jewish people: One day the Jewish people as a nation
will return to Christ, and this will be one of the signs of the Second
Coming and the resurrection of the dead (11:12, 15).

Catholics & Protestants on Israel cont…

On the other hand, along with covenant theologians, Catholics
acknowledge that the Church is spiritual Israel or, in Catholic
parlance, the "new Israel" (cf. CCC 877). This too is indicated in Paul’s
writings: In Romans 9:6 he says that "not all who are of Israel are Israel."
This indicates the existence of two Israels. One—"all who are of
Israel"—indicates the ethnic people, not all of whom believe in Jesus.
The other Israel, the context reveals, does not include those who
have rejected the Messiah. This new Israel, founded by Messiah, exists
in spiritual continuity with the Old Testament saints and so counts as a
"spiritual Israel." It includes Gentiles who believe in the Messiah and so
through baptism are spiritually circumcised (Col. 2:11–12) and are
reckoned as spiritual Jews (Rom. 2:26–29).

Catholics & Protestants on Israel cont…

In his letter to the Ephesians Paul is even more explicit about the
Gentiles’ spiritual inclusion when he states that "you Gentiles in the
flesh . . . were [once] separated from Christ, alienated from the
commonwealth of Israel . . . But now in Christ Jesus you who once
were far off have been brought near . . . So then you are no longer
strangers and sojourners, but you are fellow citizens with the saints"
(2:11–13, 19).
Thus the Catholic Church, not being constrained by the new
theological systems of dispensationalism and covenant theology, is
able to avoid the extremes of both while it acknowledges the truths
both contain—as it has since before either was invented.

Catholics & Protestants on Israel cont…
Presbyterians

If this theological system sounds complex, it is. Our Presbyterian beliefs tend to
differ from dispensationalism on a number of points.
First, we differ concerning the rapture. The rapture of the church is an almost
necessary ingredient of dispensational theology, so that the destinies of Israel
and the church will not intertwine. Dispensationalists believe that all the Old
Testament promises to Israel will find literal fulfillment in a future nation of Israel.
John Calvin believed that the unfulfilled promises to Israel were transferred to
the church after the coming of Christ and will be fulfilled in a spiritual manner.
Dispensationalists see a literal millennial Jewish kingdom established in
Palestine. Our Reformed tradition believes that there is now and forever only
one people of God, the church, made up of Jews and Gentiles, with Christ as
its Head. Our tradition believes that dispensationalism erroneously creates two
people of God, the Jews and the church, with two separate destinies.

Catholics & Protestants on Israel cont…
Presbyterians cont…

Our tradition also believes that dispensationalism erroneously creates
two returns of Christ, one a secret coming of Christ “for” his saints, and
the other a visible coming of Christ “with” his saints. The Scriptures, as
our church has interpreted them, always point toward one return of
Christ that will be swift, complete and unexpected when it occurs.
While images of Christians disappearing all over the world in an
unexpected rapture of the church create vivid mental pictures, a
pre-tribulation rapture of the church has never seemed warranted by
Scripture to Reformed theologians.

Catholics & Protestants on Israel cont…
Presbyterians

Dispensational theology has a strong tendency to systematize its
beliefs. It is sometimes accused of forcing texts to fit its system without
taking their original meaning and context into account. Reformed
theology has generally felt less compelled to reconcile every detail of
our end-times theology into a coherent system and thus is less
tempted to try to align every text. We acknowledge that there are
certain matters that we will not understand until they come to pass
and that remain part of the hidden mysteries of God.

Example of Twisting the Bible – Keep the O.T. Law?
Romans 3:31 Do we then make void the law through
faith? God forbid: yea, we establish the law.

So – must we keep the O.T. Mosaic Law as New Testament
Believers? Does the Bible Contradict itself? How do we
answer this verse? What violations of sound
Hermeneutics are we violating here to make a point? How
should we proceed?

First?

READ THE CONTEXT!! (Romans 3)
That there can be NO contradiction

Establish:

What law is established in verse 31?
Law of Faith – V. 27, not O.T. Law

Realize:

Cross Ref:

Hebrews Chapters 9 & 10

Cross Reference: Hebrews 9
Hebrews 9: 11-25

Key Thoughts and Questions:
How is the blood of Christ involved in our works? (v. 14)
What is the First Testament in v. 15?
What is the new testament in v. 15?

Christ’s death did what for transgressors under the First
Testament?
Under both the First Testament and the New Testament,
what was required?
What makes the New Testament Better than the first?

Cross Reference: Hebrews 10
Hebrews 10: 1-23

Key Thoughts and Questions:
What does “the law having a shadow of things to come” mean?
What could the law’s sacrifices never do?

In v. 9, what is taken away, and what is established?
How many times does Christ have to be offered?

What was ever present with the “first”?
In contrast, what does Christ’s offering do for us and for how
long? (v. 14)
How is the path into the Holiest described?
The veil in the temple was a shadow of what?

Paul’s dealings with the Galations
“How to deal with the “You are not loving”
accusation when dealing with false teachers
In our world today, when we stand for Bible Truth …..
You are not loving!

We may be accused of being unloving or unkind. Many
people think for someone to share the truth of the
Bible, contradicting what they believe, is unloving.

Paul’s dealings with the Galations
“How to deal with the “You are not loving”
accusation when dealing with false teachers
The Apostle Paul had the same problem with the Galatians.
Galatians 4
#1: God’s word may be offensive to someone, but that does
not make God’s word unloving or unkind.

#2: Be wise in how you communicate God’s truth when facing
falsehood, but never shrink from truth or apologize for it.
#3: As much as possible, use God’s words, not your own

Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it
shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

Paul’s dealings with the Galations
“How to deal with the “You are not loving”
accusation when dealing with false teachers
#4 Be prepared that the one accusing you of being unloving
will probably start being unkind in their words back to you as a
natural defense mechanism.

Galatians 4:16 Am I therefore become your
enemy, because I tell you the truth?

Warning regarding some cults / groups
accusations regarding “Christian” Holidays
Some people seeking to draw people away from a N.T. Church,
that celebrates Jesus’ resurrection and birth, will do so on the
basis of the unholy (pagan) origin of some of the practices
and names commonly associated with these holidays. Also,
some will argue that worshiping God on Sunday is pagan in
origin also.
How do we answer? Remember, some truth + some lies does
not make truth – it makes a lie

Warning regarding some cults / groups
accusations regarding “Christian” Holidays
Easter – is it the same as Passover? (Acts 12:4, Num 28:16-17)

Acts 12:1-5 Now about that time Herod the king stretched
forth his hands to vex certain of the church. And he killed
James the brother of John with the sword. And because he
saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter
also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.) And when
he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and
delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him;
intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people. Peter
therefore was kept in prison: but prayer was made without
ceasing of the church unto God for him.

Warning regarding some cults / groups
accusations regarding “Christian” Holidays
Easter – What is it?

Originally Easter was a pagan holiday in the name of the goddess
of spring, but it was “Christianized” by the Catholic Church and
adapted to the remembrance of Christ’s resurrection. Sunrise
services are adaptations of the ancient worship of the sun.
- Way of Life Encyclopedia of the Bible & Christianity p.191

(Ezekiel 8)
What do Bunnies and Colored
/ Painted Eggs have to do
with the resurrection of
Jesus Christ?

Warning regarding some cults / groups
accusations regarding “Christian” Holidays

Christmas – What is it?
Christmas is the celebration of the birth of Christ. It refers to Christ’s
mass, which obviously has a Roman Catholic origin. Normally it is
observed on December 25. The practice was popularized by the
Catholic Church, and like many other Catholic traditions, it was
adopted from paganism; in this case, from the pagan mid-winter
solstice marking the turn of the year.
- Way of Life Encyclopedia of the Bible & Christianity p.191

(Jeremiah 10)

What do decorated trees and an
overweight white haired / bearded man
with reindeer & antigravity technology
have to do with Jesus’ Birth?

Warning regarding some cults / groups
accusations regarding “Christian” Holidays

Christmas & Saturnalia (Saturn – god of agriculture)

Saturnalia – Roman Pagan Festival Dec. 17 – 24
Emperor Aurelian – A.D. 274 - Dec. 25 Feast of the Invincible Sun
& Jan 6 sacred to Dionysus (god of fertility & wine, later arts).
- Way of Life Encyclopedia of the Bible & Christianity p.125

Both Dec. 25th & Jan 6th became Christianized feasts (Christmas &
Epiphany respectively) with the toleration of Christianity under
Emperor Constantine.
Symbols, originating largely from classical or Teutonic-Celtic paganism, such as
lights, greenery, and special foods, gradually became associated with
Christmas, as did St. Nicholas, whose feast on December 6 had been a time for
giving gifts, especially to children” (New 20th-Century Encyclopedia of Religious
Knowledge, pp. 181,182).

Warning regarding some cults / groups
accusations regarding “Christian” Holidays
The Legend of Santa Claus – Where did it come from?
One Possibility: The Mythological Legend of “Thor”
Thor – one of them most important and famous gods in Norse
mythology. Son of Odin and Fyorgyn, the earth goddess. Thor was
god of sky and thunder, and considered the strongest of all gods
and men, and a guide for those travelling by sea. (Ancient History
Encyclopidia – ancient.eu/thor)

Thor rode in a chariot drawn by two giant goats named cracker and
gnasher. Thor was associated with winter and the Yule log. (Dictionary
of Saints).

Warning regarding some cults / groups
accusations regarding “Christian” Holidays
Santa Claus & St. Nicholas

His popularity, already great, increased enormously in the West
when his relics were brought to Bari in 1087, and his shrine was one of
the great pilgrimage centers of medieval Europe. He is the patron of
storm-beset sailors (for miraculously saving doomed mariners off the
coast of Lycia), of prisoners, of children ... which led to the practice
of children giving presents at Christmas in his name and the
metamorphosis of his name, St. Nicholas, into Sint Klaes, into Santa
Claus by the Dutch. (Catholic Dictionary of Saints)

Warning regarding some cults / groups
accusations regarding “Christian” Holidays
Santa Claus & St. Nicholas – The practice, its lie
One admonishment – Do not lie to your children. Our children need
to know that in all things, they are being told and taught truth.
Children are not unable to see through the lies and eventually
question the truth that they are taught because of “finding the lie”.
One Hindu related to a missionary – Isn’t the Christian’s god Santa
Claus and didn’t he have a son who is the Christian’s Saviour?

Story – Is Santa Claus real? Think of all of the characteristics assigned
to Santa which only the True and Living God could possibly have!
1 John 5:17 – 21 – Keep yourselves from Idols. Isa. 42:8, 48:11

Warning regarding some cults / groups
accusations regarding “Christian” Holidays
Admonishment

Colossians 2

• A Christian can be spoiled. How? (v. 8)
• When we are saved (quickened), what is the scope of our
forgiveness in Christ? (v. 13) How was this done? (v. 14)
• What specific judgements are not to be made? (v. 16)
• Because of Christ’s death we are dead (not subject to) what?
(v. 20-22)

• Notice Colossians 3:1-4 as follow up

Warning regarding some cults / groups
accusations regarding “Christian” Holidays
Conclusion:

Romans 14, 1 Timothy 4:1-5

• Romans 14 tells us not to judge another concerning what?
• 1 Timothy tells us to refuse what?

